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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. The Delaplane Peninsula Blueway Preserve 

 
A proposal for land acquisition for the Delaplane Peninsula Blueway Preserve 

(Delaplane) was submitted by the Martin County Regional Land Trust (MCRLT) 

to Florida Communities Trust (FCT) in the 2001 grant cycle.  It received 

favorable reviews and was approved for funding by FCT.  The General Award 

Agreement between FCT and MCRLT was approved on April  1, 2002 (Appendix 

N).  It was agreed by Martin County, FCT and MCRLT on April 23, 2003 that 

title to the land would be held by Martin County, and if MCRLT became unable 

to maintain the project site, then Martin County would take responsibility for 

maintaining the site in a manner in accordance with FCT conditions and the 

objectives of this Management Plan (Appendix P).  A copy of the recorded deeds 

has been included as Appendix O.  In 2008 Martin County assumed management 

responsibility for the property. 

 

B. Location 

 

Delaplane is located in Martin County, Florida on the Old South Fork of the St 

Lucie River, South of the City of Stuart. The Project site is located in Township 

38, Range 41, Sections 32 and 29 of the Hanson Grant, St. Lucie Inlet Farms, 

Martin County. It is accessible by road, from Gaines Ave) and by boat, from the 

South Fork of the St. Lucie River. It consists of two adjacent parcels, the 

Delaplane parcel and the Castles parcel. See Location Map/Legal Description 

(Appendix A). 

 
C. Resource Description 

 
Delaplane is a 51 acre site encompassing approximately 3,858 linear feet of 

waterfront on the South Fork of the St. Lucie River.  It is situated where the Old 

South Fork of the River divides from the Okeechobee Waterway.  The Old South 

Fork meanders south from the parcel linking hundreds of acres of pristine 

riverfront parcels already preserved by Florida Communities Trust (FCT), Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), South Florida Water 

Management District (SFWMD), Martin County and Audubon (Appendix B 

Vicinity Conservation and Park Lands Map).   The Delaplane parcel is a portion 

of a peninsula that divides the South Fork of the St. Lucie River.  Originally the 

peninsula was an island.  It was joined to the Castles parcel on the eastern shore 

in the 1930s by deposition of dredged fill material on the southeast side of the 

island.  This fill created a lagoon that forms the eastern boundary of the 

peninsula.  A portion of the former river is, as of 2003, an isolated lake on the 

Castles parcel.   Historic spoil deposits also line the western shoreline of the 

Delaplane parcel. 

 

There are several major natural plant communities on Delaplane including hydric 

hammock, mesic hammock, tidal swamp and both scrubby and mesic pine 

flatwoods (Vegetative Communities Map Appendix C).  The site is bounded by 

open estuarine water and the composition of the native vegetative communities 
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reflects a range from fresh water to saline conditions (Appendix D Hydrology ï 

Wetlands Thematic Map).   Present on site are 10 listed plant and 15 listed animal 

species including fish, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and birds.  Significant 

portions of the site are impacted by exotic vegetation including Australian pine, 

Brazilian pepper, strawberry guava, melaleuca, Old-world climbing fern and air 

potato. 

 
1. Land Use 

 

The site was used for passive public recreation purposes in the 1930s 

and 1940s and contained a historic recreational boat dock, picnic 

pavilion and small sand beach that were constructed by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Forest Service Civilian Conservation 

Corps during that era.   The boat dock is the only facility that remains. 

The Future Land Use Map (FLUM) was changed to Conservation in 

2005. (See Appendix E Future Land Use Map). 
 

2. Zoning 
 

At the time of acquisition, the Delaplane and Castles parcels were zoned 

HR-2 Multiple Family Dwellings.  Since the property was acquired the 

zoning was changed to Public Conservation District (PC). 

 
3. Soils 

 

The Delaplane parcel has a wide variety of different soil types (Appendix 

F Soil Map).  Hobe Fine and Pomello Fine Sands are associated with 

ridges in the pine flatwoods areas.  These areas tend to be well drained 

with the water table being several feet below the surface.  At Delaplane 

these areas are characterized by the scrubby flatwoods plant community.  

The areas contain sand and slash pine with an understory of sand live 

oak, saw palmetto, and other plants commonly associated with pine 

flatwoods. 

 

Salerno and Waveland/ Immokalee Fine Sands are associated with lower 

portions of the pine flatwoods community.  Soils in these areas tend to be 

more poorly drained with a water table that is close to or above the 

surface during the wet season.  These areas also contain pine flatwoods 

vegetation, and in the case of the Salerno Sand, form the boundary 

between the pine forest and mangrove wetlands. 

 

Wulfert and Durbin Muck is the soil type found in the mangrove tidal 

swamp portion of the site.  These soils are very poorly drained, nearly 

level organic soils where the water table is above the surface for several 

months out of the year. 
 

The final soil type is the Arent Soil.  These soils are characteristic of 

areas where fill material has been spread over an existing organic layer 



3 
 

(i.e. spoil deposition sites).  These types of soils are indicative of 

development when a wetland area has been filled.  There is no historical 

information on when this fill was imported to the site, but it was most 

likely done prior to 1950.  The significance of this soil type is that it is 

found within the most impacted portions of the site.  The areas contain 

Australian pine, Brazilian pepper and air potato.  Since staff believes that 

it would not be possible to remove this fill material, County staff will 

enhance this area by removing the exotic vegetation and creating a native 

hammock plant community. 

There are no known mineral resources such as oil, gas, or phosphate on 

the Delaplane parcel.    

II . PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT 

 

A. Rationale for Acquisition 
 

Delaplane was acquired to: 
 

1. Preserve the unique scenic values, cultural and historic features of the 

site. 
 
2.  Preserve a gateway to other preserved riverfront lands along the Old 

South Fork of the St Lucie River. 

 

3. Protect native plant communities and listed plant and wildlife  species. 

 

4. Restore the connectivity of the lagoon system on and adjacent to the 

site. 
 

5. Provide public access and passive recreation to the site and the St Lucie 

River. 

 

6. Restore the site to its native and natural condition. 

 

7. Educate the public about the St. Lucie River and the unique scenic, 

natural, cultural, and historical features present on the site. 

 

B. Comprehensive Plan Directives, Policies and Goals 
 

Martin County's Comprehensive Plan contains a number of requirements to 

protect and conserve natural resources and provide public access to waterways 

and diverse recreational opportunities.  The following are several key examples 

of how the acquisition and restoration of Delaplane furthers Comprehensive 

Plan directives and goals. 
 

1. Chapter 9:  Conservation, Open Space and Recreation Element 
 

The acquisition of Delaplane supports Goal A, Objective 9.1J, Policy 1 

to acquire environmentally sensitive lands to protect unique, rare or 
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endangered habitat, assure survival of listed wildlife  species, protect 

scenic water corridors and provide public access to open space. 

 

Acquisition of the project site furthers Objective 9.1G Policy 14, 

ensuring the preservation of native upland of sufficient size that 

enables individual wildlife  and plant species, that are rare, 

endangered, threatened, or of special concern, to survive on a long 

term basis. 

 
2.  Chapter 7:  Recreation Element 

 

The acquisition supports Objective 7.1B, Policy 7 to seek acquisition 

of beach front and water access parks over and above the minimum 

Level of Service. 

 

3. Chapter 8: Coastal Management Element 
 

The acquisition of Delaplane supports Section 8-2, A to reserve the 

undeveloped shoreline along the South Fork of the St. Lucie River 

and the St. Lucie Canal for future generations. 

 

The Project site supports Objective 8.4C Policy 1, to protect the 

functions of coastal wetland and barrier island natural systems.  

These systems serve a multitude of functions, including flood 

control, groundwater aquifer recharge and wildlife  habitat.  

 

C. Comprehensive Plan Changes 

  

The zoning of this parcel was changed to Public Conservation District (PC) 

and the land use from Low Density Residential to Institutional/Conservation 

in 2005. Martin County will abandon the Linden Street Extension Right of 

Way that currently exists on the Delaplane Parcel. 
 

D. Goals and Objectives of the Management Plan 

 

1. Acquisition Goal 

 

The goal of this project is to protect Delaplaneôs unique scenic, natural, 

cultural and historic features from future impacts, and to manage the 

site as a gateway to hundreds of acres of preserved riverfront in the 

regional blueway that stretches along the South Fork of the St Lucie 

River. 

 
  Objectives 
 

a. Preserve the unique scenic values, cultural and historic features 

of the site. 
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b. Protect native plant communities and listed plant and wildlife  

species. 
 
c. Restore the connectivity of the lagoon system on and adjacent 

to the site. 

 

d. Provide for public access and passive recreation to the site and 

the St. Lucie River. 

 

e. Restore the site to its native and natural condition. 

 

f. Utilize the site to educate the community about the St. Lucie 

River and the unique scenic, natural, cultural, and historical 

features present on site. 
 

2. Natural Resource and Outdoor Recreation Goal 
 

The natural resource and outdoor recreation goal is to protect and restore 

the intrinsic scenic, historic, cultural and natural resources of the site and 

provide appropriate access to those resources without degrading their 

value. Provision of appropriate public access to the St Lucie River via 

the site is also an intended part of the project. 

 

Objectives  

 

a. Preserve and appropriately manage the unique intrinsic resources 

of the site including any scenic, cultural, natural and historic 

features. 

 
b. Protect and appropriately manage listed plants and wildlife. 

Ensure that the hydric hammock, estuarine tidal swamp, scrubby 

and mesic flatwood communities are preserved and appropriately 

managed to ensure the long-term viability of these communities. 
 
c. Restore the connection between the isolated portion of the Old 

St. Lucie River with the lagoon to the north and the river to the 

southeast through culverts and natural water courses.  A culvert 

will be constructed under the existing road to restore a significant 

portion of the natural hydrologic connection that was lost when 

the peninsula was joined to the land. 

 

d. Create Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) public access 

facilities.  

 

e. Construct a bike rack in the parking lot to allow for alternative 

methods of transportation to the site. 
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f. Create a 6 foot wide nature trail between the parking lot and the 

boat dock.  The trail will be ADA accessible and contain benches, 

interpretive signage, and picnic tables.   

 
g. Restore the site to its native and natural condition, including the 

removal of invasive species as determined by the Florida Exotic 

Pest Plant Council's List of Category I and II Species. (The 

most recent list is located at http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm ). 

 
h. Provide signage to educate the community about the unique 

scenic, natural, cultural, and historical features present on site. 

 

i. Provide kayak and canoe access to the South Fork of the St. 

Lucie River by the renovation of an existing dock and the 

construction of a canoe/kayak launch. 

 
j. No motorized boat access will  be provided on site. No activities 

will  be allowed on site that impact or harass manatees, any other 

listed species, wading birds, wildlife, or their habitats. No hunting 

will  be allowed on site. 

 

3. Management Goal 

 

The management goal of the project is to maintain the intrinsic resources 

on site and facilitate public access in a sustainable and cost effective 

manner, and to ensure that future generations will enjoy and appreciate 

the unique features on site. 

 

Objectives 
 

a. Maintain a biological inventory of the natural communities on 

site including the dominant and listed plant species and avoid any 

impact to these communities in the process of the enhancement 

or utilization of the site. 

 

b. Oversee and facilitate the hydrologic restoration by reconnecting 

the lagoon and making water quality improvements. 

 

c. Develop public access and provide adequate and perpetual 

maintenance of the property and all improvements. 

 

d. Remove exotic vegetation.  The site will be maintained at no 

more than 5% exotic vegetation cover in perpetuity.  The County 

will restore native plant communities as necessary.  Restoration 

areas will be maintained at 80% native plant cover in perpetuity. 
 

e. Coordinate with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission and other entities managing public parcels along 

http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm
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the St. Lucie River to ensure the preservation of native wildlife 

species. 

 

Prior to any proposed development activities measures shall  be taken to 

determine the presence of any archeological sites. All planned activities 

involving known archeological sites or potential sites shall be closely 

coordinated with the Department of State, Division of Historical 

Resources in order to prevent the disturbance of significant sites. 

 

E. Commitment to Florida Communities Trust Approval and Provisions of 

Florida Communities Trust and Florida Forever 
 

Originally, by executing the GAA# 01-133-FF1 enclosed as Appendix L, the 

Martin County Regional Land Trust (MCRLT) committed to conform to the 

plan put forward in that document.  The grant funding from Florida 

Communities Trust was used to acquire the project site and the management 

plan was developed in accordance with the Grant Award Agreement and in the 

furtherance of the purpose of the grant application. However, the MCRLT 

dissolved, resulting in the need for Martin County to step in and assume 

responsibility for Delaplane.  The project site is managed only for the 

conservation, protection and enhancement of natural resources, and for public 

outdoor recreation that is compatible with the conservation, protection and 

enhancement of the site. This revised plan is intended to supersede any previous 

plans for Delaplane, and provide an updated blueprint for management of the site.  
 

F. Identification of the Site 
 

On all signage, literature, education and media communication, it shall be 

clearly referenced that "The project site was acquired with funds from the 

Florida Communities Trust Program."  Signage and other written material will  

also include reference to the site being publicly-owned, open to the public 

and operated for natural resource conservation, water/wetland management and 

passive recreation.  A permanent recognition sign shall be maintained at the 

entrance area of the project site.  The permanent recognition sign shall be at 

least 2' x 3' in size and will  state that the funding for the acquisition of this site 

was provided by the Florida Communities Trust.  The permanent recognition 

sign shall also state the year the project site was acquired and include the 

Florida Communities Trust logos. 

 

III.  SITE DEVELOPMENT, IMPROVEMENTS AND ACCESS  

A. Approvals from FCT 

 

Martin County will  request and seek written approval from Florida Communities 

Trust before undertaking any site alterations or physical improvements other 

than those described in the approved Management Plan.  

 

B. Existing Improvements 
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The physical improvement areas of the Project site total 1.8 acres. Physical 

improvements include: 
 

Å A coquina rock road running north-south through a portion of the 

Delaplane parcel and peninsula terminating on private property 

(Sanders). 

 

Å Historic wooden dock (20' wide x 30' long) 

 

Å 0.44 acre upland cleared area to mineral soil on the Castles parcel. 

 

C. Proposed Improvements 
 

Proposed improvements include: 

 

Å A small parking area (maximum 6 vehicles) will  be at the Gaines Avenue 

entrance. A bike rack will be located in the parking lot to allow for 

alternative methods of transportation to the site. 

 

Å An ADA accessible trail originating at the parking area and providing 

access to the lagoon overlook dock and the canoe/kayak launch. 

 

Å A kiosk and educational signage along the trail and at the dock. 

 

Å Two benches at scenic locations along the trail. 

 

Å A new canoe/kayak launch adjacent to the existing dock.  

 

¶ Renovating the existing dock.  Installing a monofilament recycling 

station at the dock for fishing line to protect wildlife. 

 

Å Hydrologic restoration using culverts to reconnect the old river segment 

to the lagoon. 
 

Å Picnic tables adjacent to the dock. 

 
Å The County will not install trash receptacles on the site but will institute a 

pack it in pack it out policy.  Signage will be placed at the parking lot and 

the dock to inform the public about the Countyôs policy. 

 

  (See Appendix G Master Site Plan) 

 

D. Land Alteration Related to Listed Species 

 

The removal of invasive species will eliminate the competition and 

encroachment by exotics on listed species and their habitats.  The restoration 

of native communities will increase habitat value for both listed and other 

native species on site as well as benefit water quality in the adjacent river 
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and lagoon.  Reconnection of an existing portion of the Old St Lucie River 

will  restore hydrologic conditions. To the fullest extent possible, trails and 

proposed public use facilities will be located in areas that have been previously 

disturbed or contain mainly exotic vegetation cover. Care will be taken to locate 

and protect all listed plant and animal species during the installation of the sites 

amenities. On site location of facilities by staff will reduce the likelihood of any 

negative impacts to natural resources during facility construction.   

 

E.  Permits Required 
 

The County will  not implement any portion of the Delaplane Management 

Plan without first obtaining the required county, state and federal permits and 

notifying the appropriate government agencies or authorities.  Permits are 

anticipated for the following activities: 

 

Å Establishment of the parking area on the Castles parcel. 

 

Å  Improvement to the existing dock and construction of the new 

canoe/kayak launch. 

 

Å  Reconnection of the lagoon and rebuilding of the access road over 

the reconnection. 
 

Before beginning any alteration or construction, copies of applicable permits 

will  be submitted to the Florida Communities Trust office for review and 

inclusion in the project file. 

 

F. Signage 
 

Educational and informational kiosk and signage will  be established along the 

trail system to educate visitors about the project siteôs natural 

environment.  A permanent recognition sign has been erected adjacent to the 

dock and at the entrance of the site acknowledging that "Funding for the 

acquisition of this site was provided by the Florida Communities Trust 

Program".  The sign is 2' x 3' in size and includes the FCT logo. Such 

recognition shall also be included in all printed literature and advertising 

associated with the Project site.   

 

Martin County will post pack it in/ pack it out signs in the parking lot and at the 

dock to inform the public to remove their garbage.  A sign will also be 

constructed at the canoe/kayak launch notifying paddlers of the landing spot. 

 

Martin County will maintain signage at the entrance to the private easement.  

This signage is necessary for the security of the easement owner and will include 

the language ñNo Unauthorized Entry, No Outlet, No Turnaroundò.  Another sign 

will direct visitors to the public access amenities on the site.  The signage will be 

maintained by the County and will be replaced as needed. 
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G. Wildlife  Observation Areas 

 

At points of interest along the hiking trail 'observation stations' will be 

installed that include a rustic-style bench.   

 

H. Access 
 

Access to Delaplane is available directly from Gaines Avenue.  Access to the 

site will  also be available by canoe or kayak from the St Lucie River, Old South 

Fork and the Okeechobee Waterway. The entire site lies within the boundaries 

of the 100-year flood plain (Appendix H). Therefore, locating structures outside 

the boundaries of the high hazard area is impossible.  

 

1. Parking and Vehicle Control 
 

The parking area shall be designed to have minimum impact on natural 

resources. A small shell rock parking area (maximum of 6 vehicles) will  

be constructed off of Gaines Avenue.  The parking lot will include one 

ADA accessible parking space.  Split rail fencing will be used to ensure 

motorized vehicles remain within the designated area.   

 

Internal vehicle circulation will  be confined to the parking area with the 

exception of emergency and maintenance vehicles. The use of motorized 

vehicles, all-terrain vehicles or other off-road vehicles by the general 

public will  be prohibited on the site. Due to the environmental sensitivity 

and size this will not be an equestrian site. Bike racks will  be placed at 

the parking area.  
 

2. Walking Trails 
 

Pedestrians can access the trail system from the parking area.  A 6 foot 

wide ADA accessible trail will connect the parking area to the 

canoe/kayak launch, dock, picnic tables, overlook and other points 

of interest. Interpretive signage will  be provided along the trail to 

educate visitors about the unique ecosystems and species in the project 

site. Trails will  be sighted to take advantage of natural scenic vistas and 

well buffered from developed properties, when possible. Care will be 

taken to avoid impacting listed species when locating trails on site. 

 
3. Water Access 

 
Water access for canoes and kayaks will be provided to the South Fork 

of the St. Lucie River by the renovation of an existing dock and the 

creation of a canoe/ kayak launch.  This launch point is part of the Martin 

County Blueway and is included in the Martin County Blueway Trail 

System (Appendix I). 

 

I. Easements, Concessions and Leases 
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Easements on the Project site include a 50 foot residential utility service  

access easement that existed prior to FCT acquisition of the Delaplane parcel, 

This 50 foot utility and Right of Way (ROW)  easement is used to access 

privately owned land to the north. A copy of the easement pertaining to this 

ROW has been attached as Appendix J. Although the easement specifies that 

maintenance of the easement is a shared responsibility, Martin County has been 

conducting mowing and tree trimming maintenance activities twice a year to 

assist.  There was an attempt to develop a ñmaintenance agreementò with the 

landowner who has shared maintenance responsibility as per the easement to add 

some specificity to these activities and to develop a mutual understanding of 

conditions, but the landowner refused to sign the agreement.  Martin County 

plans on continuing the existing twice a year maintenance as long as appropriate 

resources (staff and funding) allows, and agrees to work with future landowners 

on shared maintenance responsibility issues. 

 

Martin County also has a 30 foot road ROW traversing (east and west) through 

the Delaplane parcel known as the Linden Lane extension. On October 1, 2013 

Martin Countyôs BOCC adopted the resolution to abandon the 30 foot ROW on 

Linden Street Extension.  (For easement locations, ROWôs and all existing 

improvements see Site Survey, Appendix J). 

 

There are no concessions or leases planned for the Project site.  In the future, 

should leases, concessions or agreements be considered, Martin County will  

adhere to and be in conformance with the requirements of the FCT and the U.S. 

Internal Revenue Service Code.  Any revenue, generated from activities on site, 

will  be placed into a separate account to be used strictly for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the site.  This provision regarding easements, concessions or 

leases remains in effect in perpetuity.  Martin County shall provide FCT 60 day 

prior written notice and information regarding any consideration of a lease, 

easement or concession associated with the site for FCTôs review and approval 

prior to the execution of any document.  

 

IV. KEY MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 

The management plan for Delaplane is based upon the premise that the resources 

(natural, archeological, historical, recreational, educational, social, cultural, physical, 

economic, and scenic) on the property will  be protected and managed to best sustain 

those resources in perpetuity. Martin County practices an adaptive land management 

approach based on assessing ecosystem function from direct monitoring and refining 

management actions through time to best optimize ecosystem function.  The focus 

will  be on preservation of natural communitiesô and utilization of indicator species to 

help assess the health and function of their respective community. 
 

A. Maintenance 
 

Maintenance of the access road through the Delaplane parcel will  be a shared 

responsibility of Martin County and the property owners who use it. On-

going site maintenance will be conducted by County staff as outlined below; 
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¶ Access roadways that are open to the public, parking areas and trails shall 

be kept weed-free, properly maintained in a clean and kempt appearance 

with shrubbery trimmed and tree limbs removed on a regularly scheduled 

maintenance program. 

 

¶ Walkways, facilities, docks and related physical improvements shall be 

repaired or replaced immediately upon notice of damage, vandalism or 

weathering. 
 

¶ All site signage (including private drive signage) shall be inspected 

regularly and repaired, refurbished or replaced when weathering obscures 

the message so that it is not legible. 

 

¶ Monthly visits shall be made by Martin County staff to inspect for 

garbage, litter, overgrown vegetation and vandalism and repairs will be 

scheduled when such is warranted based upon these inspections. Staff 

will also inspect the site for maintenance needs following severe storms 

or as follow up to public notifications of maintenance concerns. 

 

¶ After initial restoration, Martin County will regularly inspect the site and 

treat invasive, exotic vegetation as needed.  The goal of this maintenance 

program will be to maintain the site at less than 5% exotic vegetation 

coverage and over 80% native plant cover. 

 

B. Security 
 

Response for law enforcement and emergency services will  be provided by the 

Martin County Sheriff's Office and Martin County Fire Rescue to properties 

located within unincorporated Martin County.  Alcohol consumption is 

prohibited on the property.  Martin County staff will  monitor the site on a 

regular basis for safety, security, vandalism and other problems.  Although 

there will be no gate constructed at the site, signage posted at the entrance will 

state that the park is only open during daylight hours.  Preserve Area 

identification signage will be posted along the property exterior.  This 

identification signage will include statutory language and the prohibition of 

dumping/ littering and unauthorized vehicle access.  In addition, a park rule 

sign will be posted at the parking lot and canoe kayak launch.  This sign will 

set park hours, inform the public that alcohol, fireworks and vehicles are not 

allowed on the site, have language about the Countyôs Pack it in/ Pack it out 

philosophy and will state that dumping/ littering is illegal. 

 
C.  Staffing 

 
Martin County will utilize expert consultants and other contractual services as 

warranted to achieve the goals outlined in this plan.  Martin County 

Engineering Department Field Operations will provide mowing services, 

vegetation removal and road repairs to facilities that are open to the public.  

Martin County Engineering Department Ecosystem Restoration and 
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Management Division staff and volunteers will maintain the trail system and 

parking lot remove garbage and conduct site inspections and monitoring.  The 

County will utilize contractual services for facility repairs, exotic vegetation 

removal and site restoration.  County staff will also develop re-vegetation 

plans once the exotic removal has been completed.   

 

D. Natural Resource Protection 
 

1. Natural Resource Assets 
 

There are several major natural communities within Delaplane:  

estuarine tidal swamp, mesic and scrubby flatwoods, and mesic and 

hydric hammock.  For locations of these communities see Appendix 

C Natural Communities Map. 

 

The quality of the habitat on the site varies considerably. The quality 

of the native plant communities will  be enhanced greatly by the 

removal of all existing exotic invasive species.  Martin Countyôs goal is 

to bring the site to a maintenance level of invasive species presence, 

which is<5% total cover. Emphasis is being placed on removing the 

most invasive species first, especially from areas like the mangrove 

fringe where they pose the greatest threat of displacing existing native 

species.   Most areas have a sufficient source of native seeds to foster 

re-vegetation once the exotics have been removed.  In areas where 

native recruitment is not possible due to an insufficient seed source, 

a re-vegetation plan will be created and submitted to FCT for approval 

once the exotics have been removed. 

 

The current condition of the hydric hammock has been impaired due to 

the presence of a large quantity of Brazilian pepper.  Some of the areas 

within this community have also been impacted by the presence of berms 

that have altered the hydrology and reduced water flow.  Portions of the 

mangrove fringe remain in decent condition, but the majority has been 

impacted by Brazilian pepper. This infestation is particularly evident 

in the transition zone between hydric hammock and estuarine tidal 

swamp.   

 

The p ine flatwoods are overgrown with exotics such as Melaleuca, 

Lygodium, air potato and strawberry guava.  The lack of prescribed fire 

has created an overgrown understory but in general this community type 

is in fair condition.  The southern port ion of the site and an area 

adjacent to the entrance to the peninsula property (approximately 

5.69 acres) has been heavily infested with several non-native invasive 

plants such as; Australian pine (Casuarina equisetifolia), Brazilian 

pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius), Old World climbing fern (Lygodium 

microphyllum), air potato  (Dioscorea bulbifera), and strawberry guava 

(Psidium guajava).  These areas will require extensive exotic removal 

efforts to restore them to their native condition. 

2. Survey- Baseline for Plants and Animals 
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Natural communities and listed plant and animal resources were 

observed on the property during two survey trips in August, 2001 by 

two biologists. These observations were combined with the results of 

a field survey of the Castles property conducted in October 1998.  

August 2001 survey methods included transects of all natural 

communities, detailing community characteristics such as overstory 

and understory dominance, community coverage on the site, and 

assessment of community quality, management needs and species 

presence and absence. The results of the survey are included in 

Appendix K .   

 

b. Survey Methods/ Ecosystem Viability 

 

The following methods will  be used to monitor the site: 
 

¶ Photo monitoring stations 
 

¶ Floral and faunal survey 

 

The photo monitoring stations will  be established by Global 

Positioning Software (GPS) coordinates and will  be repeatable 

for long-term monitoring. Invasive and exotic species eradication 

efforts will  have a high priority for monitoring as a measure of 

restoration success. Staff will establish photo monitoring 

stations of the project site and will include photos in the FCT 

Annual Report: 
 

i. Animals 
 

No comprehensive faunal survey has been completed up 

to this point.  Prior to site development (2013-2014 fiscal 

year) Martin County will conduct a current thorough 

baseline survey, including a revised biological inventory 

(flora and fauna).  A floral survey has been included as 

Appendix K.  Additional species documentation will be 

an ongoing process during routine site visits. The 

biological inventory will be used to ensure the protection 

of biological resources on site and be updated periodically 

as required. 

 

County staff and volunteers will continue to document 

wildlife use and assess all management and restoration 

activities.  These monitoring efforts will document 

conditions before, during, and after restoration projects. 

Photo monitoring will be implemented within key natural 

communities and restoration locations to provide annual 

visual updates on the progress of restoration projects as 

well as the general condition of the natural areas on site.  
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All occurrences of listed or rare floral and faunal species 

documented on Delaplane will be reported to FNAI on the 

appropriate forms. A copy of the FNAI field reporting 

form can be found at www.fnai.org/FNAI_data/fieldform-

generic-hardcopy.pdf 
 

ii. Plants 
 

The estuarine tidal swamp at the waterfront was found 

to consist primarily of red mangroves (Rhizophora 

mangle) and black mangroves (Avicennia germinans), 

with pond apple (Annona glabra) trees occupying the 

transition area to hydric hammock.  The dominant 

native species in the over story of the hydric hammock 

are cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto) with intermittent red 

maple (Acer rubrum), laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), 

and live oak (Quercus virginiana); mid-story 

components are red bay (Persea borbonia) and 

Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora). In the 

mesic hammock, mature live oak (Quercus virginiana) 

trees dominate. Many of these mature trees provide 

habitat for epiphytes including ferns, air plants and 

orchids. The highest diversity of epiphytes is present 

on a slightly elevated edge along the western shore of 

the peninsula.  

 

The eastern portion of the site (approximately 25 acres) 

is a mature mesic and scrubby flatwoods community 

with a densely vegetated understory.  Representative 

species in this community type include slash pine (Pinus 

elliottii ), sand live oak (Quercus geminata), netted 

pawpaw (Asimina reticulata), beautyberry (Callicarpa 

americana), saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) and shiny 

blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinities). A small portion of the 

site (approximately 3 acres) has been disturbed.  There 

is a small ditch that runs east to west through a portion 

of the flatwoods.  This ditch alters site hydrology and 

has changed the composition of the flatwoods 

community. 

 

3. Protection of Listed Species  

 

a. Listed Plants 
 

Listed plants have been documented to be present in different 

areas of Delaplane, and in general are not currently in direct 

danger. Four of the listed plant species are epiphytes, wild coco 

orchid (Pteroglossaspis ecristata), stiff-leaved wild pine 

(Tillandsia fasciculata), twisted air plant (Tillandsia flexuosa), 

http://www.fnai.org/FNAI_data/fieldform-generic-hardcopy.pdf
http://www.fnai.org/FNAI_data/fieldform-generic-hardcopy.pdf
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and giant wild pine (Tillandsia utriculata). These listed epiphytes 

should not require direct active management. 

 

Four activities will  increase the habitat value for all listed plant 

species on the Project site: 
 

1) M aintaining a more natural hydrologic condition. 

 

2) Removing the invasive exotic species of flora and fauna.  

 

3) Improving the quality of the native ground cover 

diversity in the flatwoods communities through 

implementation of a fuel management program. 

 

4) Restoring the wetland fringe of the hydric hammocks. 
 

Martin County will not bring public attention to the presence of 

any listed or commercially valuable plant species in order to 

prevent the loss of individual listed plants due to unauthorized 

"harvesting" for commercial or private use.  Martin County will  

consult with The Nature Conservancy, the Florida Native Plant 

Society, and  state and federal agencies as relevant to determine 

the appropriate course of action if  problems arise or additional 

expertise is necessary 

 

c. Listed Animals 
 

The listed West Indian Manatee (Trichechus manatus), has been 

seen in the St. Lucie River adjacent to the property.  The section 

of the St. Lucie River that borders the entire western side of 

Delaplane is a designated Manatee Protection Zone.   

Martin County will  work with appropriate law enforcement 

officials on the need to enforce manatee speed zones in the river 

and lagoon. The sea grass habitat and vegetative overhang along 

the shoreline provides a food source and protective cover for 

manatees and will  be maintained. Motorized boat access will be 

prohibited to the site which will  help protect the manatee as 

well as the associated sea grass habitat. 
 

Southern bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) have been 

documented to nest on the Audubon Society property north of 

Delaplane. Because of the presence of large, sturdy pine trees in 

the mesic flatwoods portion of the property, it is possible that 

nesting eagles could be attracted to the site. Growth of old 

growth slash pine will  be protected on site as potential nesting 

sites.  Access may be restricted to some interior portions of the 

site to try to encourage the eagles use of available feeding 

perches, nesting, or roosting site. 
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There are also several gopher tortoise burrows located on the 

property.  During site development the County will avoid 

impacting burrows where possible.  If a burrow is impacted the 

County will  follow all applicable state and federal regulations in 

terms of surveying, marking and relocating any tortoises and 

affected tortoise burrows. Removal of exotics and palmetto 

shredding/ fuel management in the overgrown portions of 

flatwoods will aid in providing improved foraging habitat for the 

tortoises on site. 
 

Wading birds documented on the property during the field 

survey include state-listed species of special concern such as 

the tri-colored heron (Egretta tricolor), little blue heron 

(Egretta caerulea), and white ibis (Eudocimus albus).  Because 

other wading birds such as the roseate spoonbill (Platalea 

ajaja), brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), yellow-crowned 

night heron (Nyctanassa violacea), and snowy egret (Egretta 

thula) use the same estuarine tidal swamp and hydric 

hammock habitats, it is likely that the site provides foraging 

habitat for these species as well.  A primary portion of the 

shoreline and interior will remain relatively inaccessible in 

order to promote foraging activity for these protected species. 

Removal of exotics from the mangrove fringe will help 

restore and improve habitat for roosting, nesting, and 

foraging activities by wading birds using the site. 

 

Eastern indigo snakes (Drymarchon corais corais), a federally 

listed species, are large reptiles that have relatively large home 

ranges. Although none were observed during the field survey 

of the site, the mesic flatwoods and hydric hammock areas 

appear to provide suitable habitat. Martin County will  work to 

improve and maintain a high quality mesic flatwoods, 

freshwater resources and an active gopher tortoise colony to 

potentially foster the snake and its habitat.  The gopher frog 

(Rana capito) is an amphibian commensal that also uses 

gopher tortoise burrows during part of its life cycle.  

The presence of suitable wetland habitat (hydric hammock) 

and gopher tortoise burrows in the flatwoods indicates there 

could also be gopher frogs on the site.  

 

Any temporal freshwater resources on the site will  be 

maintained as potential gopher frog breeding ground.  As with 

the indigo snake a high quality mesic flatwoods with diverse 

ground cover will also benefits the species.  

 

Maintaining the open water and a high water quality of the 

site benefits the common snook (Centropomus undecimalis). 

Restoration of the water flow to the southern terminus of the 

lagoon, currently landlocked by the access road to the 
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Delaplane parcel, could provide the species additional breeding 

ground or food sources, such as invertebrates and fish. 

 

4. Protection of Imperiled or Critically Imperiled Vegetative Communities  
 

The project site does not contain any habitat located in a Strategic Habitat 

Conservation Area as identified by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWCC), nor do any known globally 

recognized imperiled or critically imperiled vegetative communities 

exist on site. However, the site will  be managed so as to ensure that 

the hydric and mesic hammock, estuarine tidal swamp, scrubby and 

mesic flatwood communi t ies are restored,  preserved and 

appropriately maintained to ensure the long-term viability of these 

communities.  For this purpose, Martin County will coordinate with 

FWCC on the protection of listed species and their associated habitats.  

 

5. Protection of the Surface Water, Ground Water and Hydrology 
 

Restoration of the physical connection between the river segment 

and the rest of the lagoon will  aid in the restoration of the natural 

hydrology on the site. Hand removal of exotic vegetation will help 

restore the sites hydrology to historical conditions.   

 

E. Resource Restoration and Enhancement 
 

1. Invasive Plant Removal 

 

Removal of exotic invasive species and restoration of the natural 

community's overstory is needed throughout the project site.  

Australian pine and Brazilian pepper are the main overstory invasive on 

site and currently occupy a 6-acre disturbed uplands area on the property.  

Air  Potato, Old World Climbing Fern, and Wedelia are estimated to have 

impacted 17 to 25 acres of the understory.  Refer to Appendix L 

Invasive Species Map/ Restoration Removal Areas. 

 

All  exotic invasive species removal, restoration and improvement on site 

will adhere to the standards, practices and methodologies established by 

the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC). A current listing of 

the Exotic Pest Plant Councilôs Invasive Plant Species List can be 

found at http://www.fleppc.org/list/11list.html and will be used in 

identifying the exotic vegetation on site. Treatment and removal 

methods and will follow FLEPPC established guidelines as well as all 

applicable local, state and federal laws and regulations. 

   

The restoration techniques that will be used include hand pulling from 

ground and understory levels, herbicide foliar applications, basal bark 

treatments, cut surface treatments, and timbering of areas dominated by 

large monotypic stands of exotic overstory trees.     

 

http://www.fleppc.org/list/11list.html
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Martin County will implement a 10 year plan to restore the project site.  

Phase I of the project will be to eradicate exotic vegetation from the 

mangrove forest along the eastern side of the preserve, due to its ecologic 

importance.  Although there is a significant population of large, mature 

Brazilian peppers, the exotics will be treated in place due to a lack of 

accessibility  and the impact of using large equipment to facilitate the 

removal work.  Phase I of the project will be during years 1-3.  In years 4 

and 5 the priority will be to keep exotics at a maintenance level in the 

mangrove swamp and to do initial treatment within the pine flatwoods.  

With the exception of roadsides and public access areas all exotics will be 

treated in place.  Exotics will be removed from the roadsides and public 

access areas due to the potential hazards of standing, dead vegetation.  

Years 6 and 7 will include maintenance of all previously treated areas and 

the addition of air potato treatment.  Control of air potato will be very 

challenging due to the extent of its population (10-acres) and the intense 

demands required getting the plant under control.  In years 8-10, the 

County will focus on treating the remaining heavily disturbed portions of 

the site.  This 6-acre area includes hundreds of large Australian pines, 

Brazilian pepper, air potato and strawberry guava.  Removal of these 

exotics will require large mechanical equipment and the areas will be 

completely cleared of all vegetation.  The County has also been working 

on developing integrated management strategies for controlling exotics at 

Delaplane.  For instance, the County recently partnered with the United 

States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to release a bio-control beetle 

at Delaplane Peninsula to help control air potato.   However, it is 

important to note that this release was part of an experiment and the 

County is uncertain how effective this bio-control agent will be.   
 

2. Revegetation 
 

Much of the site will not require native plantings due to the presence of a 

strong native plant seed source.  The County will monitor the mangrove 

community after exotic vegetation removal has been completed.  If 

mangroves do not re-colonize the area, supplemental plantings will be 

used to help restore this habitat.  The primary revegetation zone will be 

the 6-acre area containing the exotic monoculture.  The County will 

submit a full restoration plan in year 8, remove the exotics in year 9 and 

replant this area in year 10.   The area will be restored as a hammock 

community.  Once the initial restoration has been completed Martin 

County will conduct monthly site inspections and quarterly treatments of 

the revegetation area for the first two years.  These treatments will focus 

on controlling exotics and undesirable weeds.  After the initial two years 

the County will continue maintaining the revegetation area through 

biannual treatment events.  Martin County will also establish vegetation 

and photo monitoring transects in the re-vegetated area in 2 locations.  

These transects will show project success by indicating if exotic 

vegetation levels are below 5% total coverage. 
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3. Fuel Management 

 

Mesic and wet flatwoods are fire-maintained communities in southern 

Florida.  In the absence of fire, these communities become overgrown in 

both shrub height and density. Overgrown flatwoods reduce plant and 

animal diversity as well as reduce the numbers of individuals which can 

be supported by the habitat.  Additionally, overgrown flatwoods are a 

wildfire hazard.  For ecosystem health and wildfire safety, it is imperative 

that these habitats receive proper fuel load reduction.  
 

Martin County will work with the Florida Forest Service (FFS) to 

determine the feasibility of utilizing prescribed fire on the Delaplane 

Parcel.  If implementing a program is feasible, any prescribed burns will 

follow the guidelines and requirements set forth by the FFS, Florida 

Statute Chapter 590, and Florida Administrative Code 51-2.  These 

requirements include drafting a burn plan as outlined by the FFS. It 

should be noted that implementation of a fire management program in 

this area will be very difficult if not impossible.  The site is surrounded 

on three sides by development.  The site is also close to several major 

roads including I-95, Florida Turnpike, Kanner Highway and Indian 

Street.  If implementing a burn program is feasible, Martin County will 

coordinate with FFS to draft a plan for inclusion in the management plan 

within two years of the management planôs approval. The County will 

also install appropriate fire breaks where these are deemed necessary to 

protect adjacent land owners. Fire breaks can be created or can be 

existing features such as wet lands, roads or trails along the perimeters 

of the burn units.  Fire breaks will utilize existing trails and natural 

features wherever possible.  If fire breaks are not present, they shall be 

constructed.  As part of an outreach program, all residents within at least 

a half-mile buffer wil l be notified when a prescribed fire will be conducted 

and given the opportunity to speak with Division staff. Staff will be 

available to discuss why prescribed burns are conducted and to answer 

questions in order to alleviate the concerns of adjacent property owners. 

 

A map depicting Fire Management Units will be added to the 

Management Plan if FFS determines that implementing a prescribed fire 

program is feasible.   Each unit will have its own unique combination 

of fire, mechanical thinning, and monitoring based on conditions and 

needs.  Fire management of the site wil l be coordinated with adjacent 

public landowners as appropriate.  Adjacent public landowners will be 

notified when a prescribed fire wil l take place; monitoring data may be 

shared to enhance the objectives of the other agencies and to exchange 

ideas in management and monitoring techniques. 

 

Often mechanical treatment of an area is needed in order to restore the 

ecosystem, make it safe to burn and protect adjacent homeowners from 

wildfires.  Such mechanical treatments include, but are not limited to, 

roller-chopping, disking, grinding/mulching, mowing/bush-hogging, tree 

stand thinning/timbering, and earthworks.   These activities are 
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regularly used to thin both shrub (including palmetto) and tree densities 

to appropriate levels for increased ecosystem health and plant and animal 

populations, as well as to decrease the potential and the severity of 

wildfire. 

 

4. Lagoon Reconnection and Water Quality Improvement 

 
Site hydrology has been impacted by an access road that runs across the 
northern boundary to the property, an additional berm that runs further 
south on the property and a ditch that extends east and west through the 
properties flatwoods.  These features severed the southern terminus of 
the lagoon, creating a stagnant water area and fragmented wetlands (See 
Appendix M for a map of the hydrologic restoration components.)  
Hydrologic restoration will involve constructing a culvert under the 
access road and a culvert through the berm to reconnect these wetlands, 
improve tidal flushing and allow for aquatic organism movement.  
Planning for the hydrologic restoration project will begin during the 
2014-2015 fiscal year and will be completed by 2016.  Martin County 
will work with a professional engineering firm to design all hydrologic 
restoration components.  A copy of any hydrologic restoration plans will 
be submitted to FCT once it has been completed.  The County will test 
water quality in the lagoon prior to and after the hydrologic restoration to 
determine project success.  At this time, the County does not believe it 
will be possible to remove the ditch located in the pine flatwoods.  
Removing this ditch has the potential to back water up into the Linden 
Street extension.  If the County can find a way to backfill the ditch 
without impacting the area residents, a plant will be created and 
submitted to FCT. 

 
5. Feral Animal Removal 

 
A feral animal removal program will be ongoing at Delaplane.  During 

the monthly site inspections, the County will look for signs of feral 

animals.  Currently, there is no evidence of exotic animals using the 

property.  If any feral animals are observed, the County will work in 

cooperation with FWC and licensed trappers to help remove them from 

the property. The County will be especially vigilant in terms of 

inspecting for signs of feral hog damage.   Feral hogs are of particular 

concern because of their large impact on the environment and their 

prevalence on some other local natural areas.  

 

F. Archaeological and Cultural Site Development 

 

Mr. Robert Carr of the Archeological and Historical Society, estimates that 

based upon a preliminary examination of the Project site, there may be a shell 

midden on the Castles parcel. Martin County will have an archeological survey 

conducted of the Project site to locate and identify any historical resources that 

may be present and make recommendations concerning the protection of any 

features that exist or are found on site. This report will be included in the 
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management plan once completed. Surveys will  be conducted and completed 

prior to any land alteration or ground disturbance on site. 

 
If historical resources are discovered, the County will notify the Division of 

Historical Resources to coordinate for the protection and management of these 

artifacts as required by Chapter 267 Florida Statutes, specifically sections 

267.061(2) (a) and (b). The collection of artifacts, excavation or disturbance of 

archeological or historical resources on the Project site will  be prohibited unless 

prior authorization has been obtained from the Florida Department of State, 

Division of Historical Resources.  Martin County will  submit a copy of the 

survey findings to the Division of Historical Resources for inclusion in the 

Florida Master Site File.  If applicable, all significant resources will be 

interpreted on site for the public. 

 
G. Coordination with Adjacent Landowners 

 

 Martin County will hold a meeting with local residents, per legal noticing 

requirement, to share plans for improved public access and to assess interest in 

volunteer opportunities on Delaplane.  Efforts will be made to foster volunteer 

stewards from the adjacent neighborhoods to aid the County in management of the 

site by providing additional monitoring of site conditions. 

 

Martin County staff is committed to working with all interested parties to 

accomplish the management goals set forth in this plan. As appropriate, managers 

of neighboring preserves, DOF and FWC will be contacted for coordination of 

activities, including cooperative ventures where we receive and/or provide 

assistance in mechanical vegetation reduction and prescribed burning. 

Coordination will also take place with FFS, and FWC concerning wildlife 

management activities. The Martin County Sherriffôs Office will provide law 

enforcement on the property.  

 

H. Greenway Management 
 

The development and management of the site will be coordinated with the 

agencies and non-profit organizations managing conservation lands in the South 

Fork of the St. Lucie to ensure it is protected and managed as part of a linked 

conservation and recreation system.  These agencies include the South Florida 

Water Management District, the Florida Audubon Society, FDEP, and other 

government and community organizations.  Particular emphasis wil l be placed on 

recreational linkages by canoe and kayak trail, and cooperative efforts for invasive 

removal and native plantings. 

 

I.  Environmental Education 

 

Martin County will create a kiosk and 5 educational signs that will be 

approximately 3ô x 4ô in size.  These signs will educate the public about the 

natural resources that occur on site. The signs will  focus primarily on the 

ecology of the St. Lucie River and include information on native plants and 

animals as well as mangrove ecology.  
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V.  COST ESTIMATES AND FUNDING SOURCES 
 

Development and operating funds for the project will  be incorporated into Martin 

Countyôs annual capital and operating budgets beginning with the fiscal year 2014.  

Martin County holds title to Delaplane and manages the site. MCRLT is no longer 

affiliated with the preserve (See Appendix P, Martin County Assurance Letter).  The 

annual maintenance cost for site management once facilities and hydrologic restoration 

projects are complete is estimated to be $25,000/ year.  Annual site maintenance will be 

funded through the Martin County Ecosystem Restoration and Management Operating 

Budget.  As costs change or estimates need to be adjusted, Martin County will document 

these changes and provide them to FCT.   

 

A general cost estimate for the major activities in the management plan is as follows: 
 

A. Management Plan Implementation Cost Estimates 
 

Item  Cost   Source of funding 

Archaeological Survey $5,000 Martin County 

Biological Inventory and Surveys $0 Martin County staff 

Initial Removal of lnvasive Species 

(herbicides & equipment) 
$150,000 Martin County and grant funding 

Vegetative Restoration  (plantings)  $100,000 Martin County and grant funding 

Annual maintenance of exotic vegetation (once 

initial restoration has been completed) 
    

$20,000/year 

Martin County 

Removal of Feral Animals $ 0 Martin County  

Rebuild dock $28,000 Martin County   

Canoe/Kayak launch $35,000 Martin County 

Hydrologic Restoration  $40,000 Martin County 

Parking Lot Construction $50,000 Martin County 

Design, permitting and engineering of all 

public access facilities and restoration 

components  

$50,000 Martin County 

Fencing and Gates 

Boundary Posting 

$6,500 

$1,500 

Martin County 

Park Benches and Picnic Tables   $ 2,000 Martin County 

Entrance Sign, Signage, Numbered Posts, 

Sanders easement sign 
$5,000 Martin County 

Information/Education Kiosk and Signage $10,000 Martin County 

Trail Construction and Scenic Overlook  $40,000 Martin County 
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VI.  PRIORITY SCHEDULE 
 

The Priority Schedule is included below.   Design and permitting will begin within the 

next year and construction of all public access features and hydrologic restoration 

components will occur in the 2015-2016 fiscal year.  Initial removal of exotics and native 

re-vegetation will take place over a 10 year period starting in fiscal year 2014-2015.  

Maintenance for exotic vegetation will be conducted in perpetuity after the initial 

treatment to achieve and maintain an exotic vegetation level of less than 5% total cover 

on the preserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ACTIVITY/  

IMPROVEMENTS 

MGT. 

PLAN 

PAGE  

ON 

SCHEDULE 

OR NOT 

BEGUN 

BEHIND 

SCHEDULE 

CONTINUING COMPLETED NEW 

START 

DATE 

Site Control 

(Fencing and signs) 
11 X    2015 

Future Land Use 

Change 
2    X 2005 

Vegetative 

Inventory 
12    X 2001, 

2002, 

2014 

Picnic Tables 9 X    2015 

Nature Trail 9 X    2015 

Boardwalk/ 

Overlook 
9 X    2015 

Interpretative 

Signage 
8 X    2015 

Canoe/ Kayak 

Facility 
9 X    2015 

Access 

Road/Parking 
9 X    2015 

Picnic Pavilion 9 X    2015 

Park Benches 9 X    2015 

Bike Racks 9 X    2015 

Design, Permitting 8 X    2013 -

2014 

Archaeological 

Survey 
19    X 2014 

Exotic Plant 

Removal 
16-17   X  2014 -

2024 

Hydrologic 

Restoration 
19 X    2014 -

2016 

Vegetation 

Restoration 
17 X    2020 -

2024 
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VII.  MONITORING AND REPORTING 

 

Annual Report 

 

Martin County will  prepare an annual report that evaluates implementation of this 

management plan for submission to the FCT before January 30th of each year.  The 

annual report shall include an item by item review of the status and progress of all 

commitments made in the management plan and priority schedule.  It will  report on the 

status of meeting FCT requirements, and shall comply with Rule 62-818, F.A.C. 

   

Photos that clearly show the condition of the preserveôs amenities and natural 

communities will be included with each report.  Martin County will  submit all proposed 

revisions and amendments to the management plan to FCT for review and approval 

prior to performing any site alterations or physical improvements that are not addressed 

in the approved management plan. Any changes to the approved management plan 

require review and approval by FCT. 
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Appendix A:  Location Map and Legal Description 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
 
 
Muriel C. Delaplane  16 +  Acres 

Martin County Tax Parcel # 55384100003700031.3 

Legal:  St. Lucie Inlet Farms, Part of Tracks 3,5,6 Block 37 

And Tracks 2,3,4 Block 38, Stuart, Martin County 
 
 
 
 
Castles Construction & Development  LLC 

f/k/a  "Schaadt" Property 35 Acres 

Martin   County Tax Parcel #5538410000380001060000 

Legal:  St. Lucie Inlet Farms, Tract 1 less W 200' of N 

495', S 150' of Tract 2, S 150'  of Tract 3 E of 

River, Tract 6 E of River & all Tracts  7 & 8, Blk 38 
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Appendix B:  Delaplane Vicinity Conservation and Park/Public Lands Map 
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Appendix C: Natural Communities Map 
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Appendix D: Hydrology/ Wetlands Thematic Map  
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Appendix E:  Future Land Use Map 
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Appendix F: Soils Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 
 

 



39 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix G:  Master Site Plan 
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Appendix H:  FEMA One Hundred Year Floodplain Map 
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Appendix I:  Martin County Blueways Map 
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Appendix J: Site Survey/ Existing Improvements 
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Appendix K:  Delaplane Peninsula Flora List 
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Appendix L:  Invasive Species Map/ Restoration Removal Areas 
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